[Treatment of peripheral arterial embolisms. Our case series and review of the literature].
Acute arterial obstruction of the limbs represents one of the most frequent events in Emergency Surgery. In 95% of the cases, the cause has to be searched in embolus parting from the heart in patients with rheumatic or fibrillary disease. Currently the two therapeutic methods used for peripheral arterial obstruction are thrombolytic therapy and surgical dysobstruction using Fogarty's catheter. The Authors compare the two methods on the basis of their experience in 129 cases underlying how the thrombolytic therapy (Urokinase, Streptokinase) should be instituted in the early hours from presentation of symptoms, otherwise, the possibility of revascularization will heavily drop. Better results are obtained by positioning a catheter under radiologic guide for intra-arterial infusion. The Authors also believe that up-to-date the surgical approach with Fogarty's catheter represents one of the best procedures, either for its feasibility of for the costs of the thrombolytic therapy. Furthermore, the thrombolysis may be not complete, and account for possible haemorrhagic complications.